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stood, or giving offence; in the presence of
a hundred youthful upturned faces a man
cannot, without diffidence, speak in his owjn
person, of his own thoughts; he needs
support, in order to exert influence with a
good conscience; unless he feels that he is
the vehicle of a massive tradition, he will
become bitter, or flippant, or aggressive; if
he is to teach with good grace and modesty
and authority, it must not be he that speaks,
but science or humanity that is speaking in
him.

Now the state of Harvard College, and of
American education generally, at the time to
which I refer, had this remarkable effect on
the philosophers there : it made their sense
of social responsibility acute, because they
were consciously teaching and guiding the
community, as if they had been clergy-
men ; and it made no less acute their moral
loneliness, isolation, and forced self-reliance,
because they were like clergymen without a
church, and not only had no common philo-
sophic doctrine to transmit, but were ex-
pected not to have one. They were invited
to be at once genuine philosophers and
popular professors ; and the degree to which